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Half term seems like a long time ago now especially with the announcement 

that children are all returning to school. This means that the school will open to 

all children from Monday 8th March. Plans in school have not really changed 

much from the autumn term or the changes we put in place for one day in 

January. We will continue with our staggered starts and ends of the day, the 

children will remain in bubbles, lunches will be in the classroom and all social 

distancing and infection strategies for example hand washing and extra 

cleaning will all remain in place. The changes that have been highlighted in the 

new guidance is that staff will continue with testing twice a week, if your 

child has received a shielding letter until 31st March then please could you 

email us a copy, P.E has some new guidance in preparation for the return of 

some grass roots sports and adults are asked to wear masks in school when 

they are unable to social distance. We have put this all into our plan to 

reassure our families and our team that the return to school has been informed 

by the new guidance. May I just gently remind families that face coverings must 

be worn when dropping off, and to ‘drop and go’ and not stay for any length of 

time to chat with friends. I do know this is really hard as we are all missing 

social interaction. 

I understand there will be some worries around returning to school for those 

children who have been remote learning but also for the children who have 

been in school in much smaller classroom environments. However, I know 

that once the children start back and feel the familiarity of school and learning 

those worries will subside and I believe everyone will be excited and motivated 

to move forward. We have today sent out what we hope to be the last home 

learning links. I would like to say a huge thank you to Mr Andre for creating 

the home learning links each week but also to Team Lanesend who have been 

amazing in supporting remote learning and in school learning and adapting to 

the challenges of lockdown brilliantly. May we never have to send another one 

again! Hallelujah! 

Returning to half term which feels even longer ago now. I want to say thank 

you to Mr Andre and Miss Johnson for organising our virtual half term 

Tuesday Trivia Quiz. It was enjoyed by all that attended and we plan to do 

another one in the future. I also hope that you enjoyed a pancake or two and 

some time out. I did and got wet on my walk most days! However, the sun is 

beginning to shine and Spring feels very close. In meteorological terms Spring 

starts on 1st March and in our season time it begins on the 21st March. There 

are signs of change and beauty not just around us but for our futures too. 

Spring springs forever hope. 

You would have already received the information about our Sponsored 

Readathon in support of World Book Day which takes place on 4th March. We 

have other activities we would like the children to do both at home and in 

school which include taking a photo of you and your children reading in unusual 

places, recreating a famous book cover for example the Tiger Who Came To 

Tea as well as the children creating a book review in any medium that they like 

to persuade others to read that book. I am still waiting for my book from 

Waterstones. It has not arrived yet!  

As we are still unable to send home reading books I do hope you are enjoying 

the Reading Eggs programme. We have a £20 prize for a lucky dip for all the 

families who have signed up by the Thursday 4th March so if you have not 

yet signed up please contact your class teacher and they will support you. It 

is a good reading development platform and the children appear to enjoy it 

very much. 

Following on from World Book Day we are also preparing for Red Nose Day 

which takes place on Friday 19th March and this year the theme is heroes. 

We are asking the children and staff to come dressed up as a hero that 

represents the super power that they would like possess for a small donation. 

Mine for example would be to control the weather, particularly the sunshine, 

as sunshine is the best medicine for us all. We will add the donation onto your 

child’s School Money account to pay electronically and we look forward to the 

children participating in Red Nose Day. We are also organising our end of term 

Easter events and this year we will be able to run our Easter egg hunt in 

school but in year groups (how we have always done it actually) . We are 

asking for small egg or big egg donations ready for the Easter Hunt on Friday 

26th March. The week starting Monday 15th March we will start collecting 

Easter Eggs at the school gates at the beginning and end of the day which we 

can then quarantine before finding them in our Easter egg hunt. I am so 

looking forward to Easter Sunday now as I was not going to give up anything 

for Lent. However I was persuaded by another member of staff to join them in 

Lent with them and I have given up chocolate! I am one week in and I am 

eating anything sweet that has not got chocolate in! I am in desperate need of 

some dolly mixtures though!  

It is very exciting that we have booked The Lion, The Witch and The 

Wardrobe musical at The Mayflower in November and we are just deciding 

on curriculum focus themes for next year and one that would support The 

Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe trip and we think we have come up with a 

good idea. There are a few remaining tickets left for current Years 1-5 if you 

would like one. Please contact the office and secure your ticket with £20 

deposit and they will put your child’s name on that ticket! We cannot wait to 

be able to go on a school trip with our children again! It really does feel like 

forever since we have been able to do this and it will be a special day for 

children and staff attending.   

When we return to school we are hoping that we can restart and refill our 

fruit bowl donations. I have seen some families donate regularly right 

through lockdown and it has been very much appreciated. Having a fruit bowl 

in the classroom supports all the children and we would really appreciate any 

donations to keep it topped up.  

Next week in school, it is Rain, Steam and Speed week 7 (it is going too 

quickly!) We have some virtual Speech and Drama festival performances. 

Dance Live continues online but Mary will be returning to school from the 

week of the 8th March.  

When the children return we will begin some outside clubs for example ballet 

for Reception but in-school clubs will resume after the Easter holidays just to 

give us time to settle and breathe.  

I am currently completing my Youth Mental First Aid course and having a 

happiness hour is really important. What will you do for your happiness hour?

Caroline Sice, Headteacher  

 

Here is an example of the Tiger Who 

Came To Tea book cover recreation! 
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What’s going on this week?  
Since the start of February, trains have been able to resume 
their services to the general public in India for the first time in 10 
months. Travelling by local trains is a lifeline for millions of peo-
ple living in Mumbai and other large cities. Since the start of the 
pandemic, the services had been severely restricted, only being 
open to essential workers.  

Main question:  
How would our lives be different without access to transport? 

 

 

 

This week’s debate... 

Last week’s answer:  

E. All elements consist of 3 straight 

lines except E which includes 4 

straight lines.  

We have an MSA position available: 

Midday Supervisory Assistant 

10.83hrs 

Term time 

Scale pt. 2 

Charli Reading – 
office.manager@lanesendpri.iow.sch.

uk 
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A huge thank you to Eleanor and 

Emilia Banks for their kind           

donation of gifts for Team 

Lanesend. This made our day and 

we are so very grateful. Thank you, 

Thank you, Thank you! 

Well done to Karlea Flux in Year 6 for her 

beautiful abstract artwork. We will display 

this proudly on our Lanesend Gallery Wall! 

Thank you for sending in 

some of your Thoughtful 

Thursday photos. Well done 

to Freddy Sheasby and Ella 

and Sophie Holden for your 

fabulous community work! 
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This week some of our 

Year 4 children wrote 

postcards to their 

friends they are     

missing at home. This 

week’s challenge is to 

make contact with 

your friends and see 

how they are doing. 
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Well done to Gryffindor House who won the House Point totals this week in 

school. Ravenclaw were very close behind though! Who will win the totals 

next week? 
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In school we have been looking 

at The Census and Year 1 

shared some of their fantastic 

work they have been doing this 

week finding out about Cowes 

in the past. Well done Year 

One! 

Albee Lynch and is family 

went on a research trip in 

Cowes and found some 

fabulous comparison 

photos of buildings past 

and present in Cowes 

Town. So interesting! 

Some of our Year 1 

children painted a  

local area as it was in 

the past and how it 

looks now. Fabulous! 

Well done! 



 

 

Between we will be asking children to read 

as much as possible in one week between 

Thursday 25th February to Thursday 4th 

March 2021. Children can read anything and 

everything – and we will be raising money for 

the Read for Good charity, as well as helping 

to get new books for our school. We cannot 

wait to get reading! You can find a copy of 

the Sponsorship Form that was sent home 

on the next page. Happy Reading! 
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Friday 19th March 
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Here is March’s Action for Happiness 

Calendar—Mindful March and Great 

Dream Poster.  



Issue 21 Thursday 25th February 2021 


